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His ideas consequently made history and did not
follow it. The French Revolution was doubtless caused
by a multitude of concurrent causes—economic, social,
and political. But it was helped to birth by Rousseau's
Social Contract, a book which was far more the work
of individual genius than a product of social tendencies.
In the same way those who reflected his thought and
re-echoed his opinions in England were isolated from
their age, leaders not led. At all times it is extremely
difficult to decide how far a philosophy creates history
and how far that philosophy is simply the inevit-
able expression on paper of forces and activities
already at work in society—an intriguing question,
and not one that is capable of a definite solution.
None the less, the investigation of the history of
ideas is always of interest, and always helps to illu-
minate whatever in those ideas may seem dark and
cloudy.
It may be asked what are the actual questions which
political theory attempts to answer. As was observed
before, the difficulty is to narrow down these questions
rather than to find enough of them. In general, we
are asking how can the best life be realized in and for
communities. This leads to the problem of the origin
of society and the foundations of authority and govern-
ment. We pass thence to the position of individuals
in society, their rights and relationships, and the
dependence or independence of the unit in the group.
This necessarily involves the discussion of liberty and
equality and of all the fundamental ideas that lie at
the basis of democracy. Over and above this are the
conflicting claims of various forms of community and
the rivalry of Church and State, national and super-
national authority, Trade Union and Trust, consumers
and producers. Thus the problem is not simply to

